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Search Strategies 
 
Socrates 
Hoover G.D. – S.P. Catalog 
CAMP 
Other libraries 
 
 
In Socrates 
(Looking around mode; because the catalog is limited) 
 

1. Use the Combined Search 
2. Search under Author using the colonial name - Gold Coast 
3. In the pubyear section put 1800-1950 
4. You will get 57 items 

 
 
One of the items is the Gold Coast Blue Books 
 
Organization: Gold Coast. 
                 Title: Blue book. 
               Imprint: Accra, Govt. Print. Off. 
     Volume/date range: 1846- 
          Subject (LC): Ghana--Politics and government. 
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  GREEN-- 
              Location: STACKS     
           Library has: 1914; 1917-19; 1921; 1922/23; 1924/25-1937 
 
GREEN CALL NUMBER                             COPY  LOCATION  
   1)J741 .G6 R2 F 1914                         1   STACKS       
   2)J741 .G6 R2 F 1917                         1   STACKS       
   3)J741 .G6 R2 F 1918                         1   STACKS       
   4)J741 .G6 R2 F 1919                         1   STACKS       
   5)J741 .G6 R2 F 1921                         1   STACKS       
   6)J741 .G6 R2 F 1922/1923                    1   STACKS       
   7)J741 .G6 R2 F 1924/1925                    1   STACKS       
   8)J741 .G6 R2 F 1925/1926                    1   STACKS       
   9)J741 .G6 R2 F 1926/1927                    1   STACKS       
  10)J741 .G6 R2 F 1927/1928                    1   STACKS       
  11)J741 .G6 R2 F 1928/1929                    1   STACKS       
  12)J741 .G6 R2 F 1929/1930                    1   STACKS       
  13)J741 .G6 R2 F 1930/1931                    1   STACKS       
  14)J741 .G6 R2 F 1931/1932                    1   STACKS       
  15)J741 .G6 R2 F 1932/1933                    1   STACKS       
  16)J741 .G6 R2 F 1933/1934                    1   STACKS       
  17)J741 .G6 R2 F 1934                         1   STACKS       
  18)J741 .G6 R2 F 1935                         1   STACKS       
  19)J741 .G6 R2 F 1936                         1   STACKS       
  20)J741 .G6 R2 F 1937                         1   STACKS     
----------------------------------------------------- 
  
Which is cataloged only under the subject:  
Ghana – Politics and government 
 
 
 
Other examples of difficult to find early documents - 
 
Organization: Gold Coast.  
Title: Departmental reports.  
Imprint: Accra, Govt. Print. Off.  
Contents notes: Includes Report on the blue book and annual reports of various  
departments.  
Subject (LC): Ghana--Politics and government.  
Title: Report on the blue book.  
Library Holdings:: GREEN - STACKS  
Library has: 1914-16; 1918-19; 1921-1926/27 
-----------------------------------------------------  
Library Call Number Copy Location Status  
-----------------------------------------------------  
GREEN J741 .G61 STACKS  
1914 1 STACKS check shelf  
1915 1 STACKS check shelf  
1916 1 STACKS check shelf  
1918 1 STACKS check shelf  
1919 1 STACKS check shelf  
1921 1 STACKS check shelf  
1922/1923 1 STACKS check shelf  
1923/1924 1 STACKS check shelf  
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1924/1925 1 STACKS check shelf  
1925/1926 1 STACKS check shelf  
1926/1927 1 STACKS check shelf  
----------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
The Ghana. Mines Dept. Report. is in SAL (as early as the 1938 report.)  
 
Organization: Ghana. Mines Dept.  
Title: Report on the Mines Dept.  
Former title: Report on the mining Industry 1911-19  
Report on the Mining Department 1920-24  
Imprint: Accra.  
Physical Description: v.  
Volume/date range: Began publication with the report for 1911.  
Notes: Issued 1911-1954/55 by Gold Coast (Colony). Mines Dept.  
Subject (LC): Mines and mineral resources--Ghana.  
Mineral industries--Ghana.  
Organization: Gold Coast. Mines Dept.  
Library Holdings:: SAL - SAL-SERG  
Library has: 1938-39; 1947-48; 1949/50-1962/63 
-----------------------------------------------------------  
Library Call Number Copy Location Status  
-----------------------------------------------------------  
SAL 338.2 .G618 SAL-SERG  
1938-1939 1 SAL-SERG check shelf  
1947-1948 1 SAL-SERG check shelf  
1949/1950-1957/195 1 SAL-SERG check shelf  
1958/1959-1963/196 1 SAL-SERG check shelf  
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Examples of other older government reports.  
 
Nigeria.  Social Welfare Division. 
Report.  1955/56;  1957/58-1965/66. 
Green Stack  HV446.N5A15 
Subject : Public welfare--Nigeria. 
   
Nigeria.  Agricultural Dept. 
Report.  1930-1953/54. 
Stanford Auxiliary Library 630.6669.N685r (Library has c.1: 1930-[1953/54]) 
TOPICS:   Agriculture--Nigeria. 
NOTES:    At head of title <1931>-    : Colony and protectorate of Nigeria. 
          Superseded by: Nigeria. Dept. of Agricultural Research. Report 
            1954/55- 
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Nigeria. Agricultural Dept. 
TITLE:    Annual bulletin. 
          Title varies: Bulletin 11th, 1936- 
IMPRINT:  Lagos, Government printer. 
LOCATION: Stanford Auxiliary Library 630.6669.N685 (Library has c.1: 2, 1923; 
            4-11, 1925-36) 
TOPICS:   Agriculture--Nigeria. 
 
Nigeria.  Railway. 
Report on the government railway. 1929/30; 1948/49-1954/55// 
Subject (LC): Railroads--Nigeria. 
CSt-SAL  HE3419.N6A2f 
 
 

 
 

The Blue Books for various countries contain statistics, facts on colonial employees, 
agriculture, education, transport, imports and exports, criminal statistics, hospitals, health, 
laws passed, expenditures and revenue, etc.  The 1919 Nigeria Blue Book, for example, 
reveals that over 208,000 boys were enrolled in Northern Nigerian schools, while no girls 
were enrolled.  However, over 4,000 girls were enrolled in Southern Nigerian schools.  
The Blue Books also give the name, date appointed, and salary of colonial officials. 
 
 
To find Stanford’s holdings of Blue Books in Socrates – 
1. In SOCRATES, Use the Combined Search  
2. For Author, put in the Country. For title put in blue book 
 
 
Stanford does not have blue books for all countries. Examples of Stanford holdings are - 
 
Gold Coast (Colony). Blue Book. 1914, 1917-19, 1921, 1922/23, 1924/25-1937 
CSt Stacks  J741.G6R2f 
 
Kenya Colony and Protectorate. Blue Book (Nairobi) 
LOCATION: Stanford Auxiliary Library 354.676.K37b f (Library has c.1: 
1914-16; 1945-46) 
 
Nigeria.  Blue Book.  1916/17, 1919-1924, 1926-28. 
CSt-SAL  354.669.N685 
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CAMP also has Blue Books which are not at Stanford. You can use the CAMP (Center 
for Research Libraries’) web catalog. In the search box put in keywords for ex.: nigeria 
blue book 
 
For example, CAMP has – 
 
Author:        Kenya. 
Title:         Blue book. 
Published:     Nairobi, Govt. Printer. 
Description:   v. ill. 
Local Call No: MF 
Notes:         Vols. for 1926-1927 filmed with: East Africa 
                  Protectorate. Blue book, 1915/16. 
               Vols. for 1926-1930 filmed in series: Government 
                  publications relating to Kenya and the East Africa High 
                  Commission, 1897-1963. Group 1, East Africa Protectorate and 
                  Kenya, 1897-1930. 
               Microfilm. East Ardsley, Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
                  England, EP Microform Ltd., 1976- reels. 35 mm. (Government 
                  publications relating to Kenya and the East Africa High 
                  Commission, 1897-1963. Group 2, Kenya, 1931-1949) 
                  ([Government publications relating to African countries prior 
                  to independence]) 
               Center has: 
               MF-3865   1926-1946. 
Series Entry:  Goverment publications relating to Kenya and the 
                  East Africa High Commission, 1897-1963. Group 1, East Africa 
                  Protectorate and Kenya, 1897-1930 [microform.] 
               Government publications relating to Kenya and the 
                  East Africa High Commission 
 
CALL # MF-3864-3872 
 LOCATIONS    CAMP MONOGRAPHS 
 
 TITLE        Government publications relating to Kenya and the East Africa 
                High Commission, 1897-1963. [microform] 
 IMPRINT      East Ardsley, Wakefield, England : EP Microform, 1976. 
 DESCRIPT     134 microfilm reels : ill. ; 35 mm. 
 SERIES       Government publications relating to African countries prior to 
independence. 
NOTE         Microfilm. 
              On container: African Studies Association of the United Kingdom. 
                Government publications relating to African countries prior to 
                independence. 
              Individual titles catalogued separately. 
              The government publications included in this set are the Annual 
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              reports, Blue books and the Official gazettes (with 
              supplements) for the periods:I. 1900-1932 II. 1933-1951 III. 
                1952-1962. 
              A fourth part contains the Annual reports and the Official 
              gazettes (with supplements) of the East African High Commission 

  and a series of publications which provide the background to the setting up of 
  the High Commission in 1948. 

  
SUBJECT      Kenya -- History. 
              Kenya -- Government publications. 
              Kenya -- Politics and government -- To 1963. 
 ADD AUTHOR   East Africa High Commission. 
              African Studies Association of the United Kingdom. 
 HOLDINGS     Reference guide at the Center (Ref. folder # 134) 
 
 
 
U.C. Berkeley also has, on microfilm, Blue Books which Stanford lacks. 
 
On the Green Library Database web page  
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/catdb/alldata.html
 
1. Find Melvyl University of California's Web-based catalog 
 
2. Once in Melvyl, Choose Periodical Titles. 

Do Not choose Melvyl Catalog. 
Blue Books are published annually so they are periodicals and they will not be in 
the UC’s regular online catalog. 

 
UCB has, for example, 45 years (1901/02-1945) on microfilm of Uganda Blue 
Books, whereas Stanford has 1914-1928 in print form. 

 
3. Select the Power Search. 
4. Select Corporate Author.  Put in the Country name, Uganda, Nigeria, etc. 
5. For the second Search, type, select Exact Periodical Title. Put in blue book 
6. Limit Location to U.C. Berkeley but it may still show you Stanford holdings first.  
You then have to click on UCB to get their holdings. 
Then click on Submit Search. 
 
Note the results will include Stanford holdings sometimes as well as the 
UC libraries. 
 
UC Berkeley has for ex. 
Nigeria, Southern. Blue Book 
Microfilm of 1901-1913 
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BRITISH COMMAND PAPERS 
 
 
In footnotes or bibliographies you may come across references to publications with the 
words Cd., C.1234, Cmd. 1234. These are Command Papers, reports of inquiries, 
department annual reports, etc. presented to the British Parliament.  
 
Hoover Library and Green Library have some individually cataloged.  
 
In addition, Green Library (Stanford University Libraries) has almost all of the 
Command Papers in print and on microfiche. They are among the British Parliamentary 
papers in Green Library and these are not individually cataloged. You can find them 
through indexes. 
 
The print collection of command papers prior to 1900 is in SAL; you need to page these 
through the Special Collections Circulation Desk. However you may find it easier to use 
the microfiche version of the pre 1900 command papers. Command papers published 
after that date are in Green stacks. 
 
 

Indexes to the Command Papers 
 
 
Index to the House of Commons parliamentary papers on CD-ROM 
[computer  file]. 
Imprint: Cambridge, UK ; Alexandria, VA, USA : Chadwyck-Healey, c1996- 
Current frequency: Annual (Cumulative) 
 
Index to current House of Commons parliamentary papers [computer file]. 
Imprint: Cambridge, England : Chadwyck-Healey, 1996- 
Current frequency: Quarterly (Cumulative) 
 
Contents notes: Indexes all House of Commons parliamentary papers published from 
1801 to the present. It draws together material from Chadwyck-Healey's Subject 
catalogue of the House of Commons parliamentary papers 1801-1900, the House of 
Commons decennial indexes covering the period 1900-1979, and data from the 
Parliamentary Online Information Service (POLIS) database form 1979 onwards. 
 
Location: Green Library Information Center. Workstation Two. On one of the computer 
terminals behind the main reference desk. It’s only on one of the terminals; each terminal 
has different databases. See  
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/jonsson/electronic.html 
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Hint: Use general terms in searching. If words are too specific, you may get nothing. 
Also you may have to try several different words alone.  However if you have an exact 
citation, you can be more specific. 
 
 
 

 
Print Indexes 

 
To find your research topic, you can also use the following print indexes in the SSRC 
(Social Sciences Resource Center). 
 
General alphabetical index to the bills, reports, estimates, accounts, and papers, 
printed by order of the House of Commons, and to the papers presented by 
command, 1852-99. 
      London: H.M.S.O. 1,551 p. 
      Z2009.A42    SSRC 
 
 
♦ General index to the bills, reports, and papers, printed by order of the House of 

Commons and to the Reports and Papers presented by command 1900 to 1948-
49. 

      London:  H.M.S.O., 1960. 893 p. 
      Z2009.A42 1900-1949  SSRC 
 
♦ Great Britain.  Parliament.  General alphabetical index....1950-1958/59. 
      London: H.M.S.O., 1963. 479 p. 
      Z2009.A42  1950-1958/1959  SSRC 
 
 
 
Examples of publications found through the above indexes -  
 
♦ Annual reports on Gambia 1899-1919 
 
♦ Report on labour conditions in West Africa, by Major G. St. J. Orde Browne; 1940-

41.  Cmd. 6277 iv.1. 
       
This report is not found in Socrates. You need to use the print or cd-rom indexes to 
find it. 

 
To find this publication, print version, go to the Bing Wing, West Stack, British 
documents section.  Find 1940-41. Then Volume 4.   
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♦ Report of the Commission appointed to enquire into the fears of minorities and the 
means of allaying them; 1957-58.  Cmnd 505  Vol ix 591  [concerns Nigeria, 114 
page] 

 
If you already have a citation to a command paper such as C., Cmd., Cmnd.”, 
followed by a number, look at: 
 
♦ Numerical finding list of British command papers published 1833-1961/62.  By 

Edward Di Roma and Joseph A. Rosenthal.  New York Public Library, 1967. 148 p. 
Bing Wing. SSRC  Z2009.D5 

      This tells you the year published, volume number, first page. 
 
♦ British command papers, a numerical finding list 1962/63-1976/77.  By Elizabeth A. 

McBride.  Atlanta, Emory General Libraries, 1982. 35 p. 
Bing Wing. SSRC  Z2009.D5.1971 suppl. 

 
 
[Note. The indexes may occasionally cite a document which is supposed to contain 
information for a geographic area (Lagos for example). However when you look at the 
document (may be on fiche), you find that a report for that area was not received and is 
thus not available.  An example is Return of the rates [for Lagos] 1871 (510) XLVIII.701 
 
 
A helpful book is: 
 
Ford, Percy. 
Guide to Parliamentary Papers.  What they are, how to find them, how to use them.  
Third Edition.  By P. Ford and G. Ford.  1972.  87 p. 
Green Library  Social Sciences Resource Center Z2009 .A1 F6 1972 
Hoover Reference Z2009 .A1 F71 ED.3 
CSt-Law  AX.AFN.ZPg3 

Explanations of Hansards, House of Commons bills, committee reports, command 
papers, Royal Commission reports. 

   

 
British Colonial Office and Foreign Office Documents in 
Microfilm and Print 
 
The confidential prints contain letters, telegrams, despatches, speeches, memos, 
intelligence reports, bills, decrees printed for distribution within the British government 
offices, embassies, consulates, etc. A print can be from 1 to 500 pages. Each has a 
number but sometimes the same number was given to two or three different documents. 
 
The confidential print contain only those items selected for circulation internally. 
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Africa Confidential Prints. A collection of documents from the British Colonial 
Office and British Foreign Office.  London, 1870-1922.    144 reels    
Hoover MFILM DT32.A258 
This collection was selectively microfilmed by Hoover Library and comprises records of 
the British Colonial and Foreign Offices.  Covers 1867-1922. It is closest to the record 
group F.O. 403. Great Britain. Foreign Office. Confidential Print: Africa, 1870-1915. 
 
Africa:  confidential prints. [Indexes] 
Stanford, Calif.: [s.n.], 1964- 
CSt-H Reference DT32.A258 Index (Library has c.1: v.1-6) 
CSt-H DT32.A258 Index (Library has c.2: v.1-6; c.3; v.6) 
 
TOPICS:  Africa--Sources--Bibliography. 
Great Britain--Foreign relations--Sources--Bibliography. 
Great Britain--Colonies--Africa--Sources--Bibliography. 
 
 
For British PRO documents held in Green Library, see the Stanford University Libraries 
web site “British Public Record Office Archival Material at Stanford University” -  
http://www.stanford.edu/group/Jonsson/pro1.html
 
 
Green Library has some Foreign Office documents in print volumes. These are selected 
documents only. The UPA documents have their own numbers assigned by the editors so 
be careful when citing. Look at the Table of Contents to see the UPA number and the 
corresponding original number. 
 
TITLE: British documents on foreign affairs--reports and papers from the Foreign 
Office confidential print. Part I, From the mid-nineteenth century to the First 
World War. Series G, Africa, 1848-1914 /editor, David Throup. 
IMPRINT:  Bethesda, MD : University Publications of America, c1995. 
 
LOCATION: Green Library Stacks JX632 .B769 1995 F (Library has v.1-25) 
 
TOPICS:   Africa--Foreign relations--Great Britain--Sources. 
          Great Britain--Foreign relations--Africa--Sources. 
NOTES:    "General editors, Kenneth Bourne, D. Cameron Watt and Michael 
            Partridge." 
          Contents: v. 1. Cape Province and the Eastern Frontier, 1848-1856 -- 
            v. 2. Natal and Zululand, 1856-1879 -- v. 3. Natal and Zululand, 
            1879-1908 -- v. 4. The Cape, the Boer Republics and the Digger's 
            Revolt, 1873-1876 -- v. 5. Relations with the South African 
            Republic (1876-1895): Annexation and Independence -- v. 6. 
            Relations with the South African Republic (1895-1896): The Jameson 
            Raid and Its Aftermath -- v. 7. Relations with South African 
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            Republic, 1896-1898 -- v. 8. Anglo-Boer War I: From eve of war to 
            capture of Johannesburg, 1899-1990 -- v. 9. Anglo-Boer War II: 
            Attitude of European powers and post-war reconstruction, 1901-1905 
            -- v. 10. Labour problems and responsible government in Transvaal 
            and Orange River Colony, 1905-1914 -- v. 11. British South Africa 
            Company, Bechuanaland and Rhodesia, 1885-1895 -- v. 12. Mozambique, 
            Nyasaland and Northeastern Rhodesia, 1899-1902 
          Contents: v. 13. Abyssinia and its neighbours, 1854-1914 -- v. 14. 
            East Africa: diplomacy of imperialism, 1884-1911 -- v. 15. Kingdom 
            of Buganda and Uganda Protectorate, 1886-1895 -- v. 16. Kingdom of 
            Buganda and British Uganda, 1895-1904 -- v. 17 British East Africa, 
            1887-1905 -- v. 18 East Africa: offshore territories of Zanzibar 
            and Madagascar, 1885-1913 -- v. 19. West Africa: Diplomacy of 
            Imperialism, 1868-1895 -- v. 20. West Africa: Diplomacy of 
            Imperialism, 1895-1913 -- v. 21. The Niger and Oil Rivers, 1860- 
            1898 -- v. 22. Sierra Leone, Gold Coast and Liberia, 1862-1914 -- 
            v. 23. The Congo Free State, 1863-1906 -- v. 24. The Congo Free 
            State/Belgian Congo, 1907-1914 -- v. 25. Portuguese, French and 
            German West African possessions, 1876-1913. 
          Language: English   Year: 1995 
          ISBN 0-89093-616-1 (set) : $3,060.00 (sold as a set only) 
 
 
TITLE: British documents on foreign affairs--reports and papers from the 
            Foreign Office confidential print. Part II, From the First to the 
            Second World War. Series G, Africa, 1914-1939 / editor, Peter 
            Woodward. 
IMPRINT:  Bethesda, MD : University Publications of America, c1994- 
 
LOCATION: Green Library Stacks JX632 .B769 1994 F (Library has v.1-30) 
 
TOPICS:   Africa--Foreign relations--Great Britain--Sources. 
          Great Britain--Foreign relations--1910-1936--Sources. 
          Great Britain--Foreign relations--Africa--Sources. 
NOTES:    "General editors, Kenneth Bourne and D. Cameron Watt." 
          Language: English   Year: 1994 
          ISBN 0-89093-617-X (set) : $3,530.00 
 
 
 
Some journal articles: 
 
Hannam, Harry, “Colonial Office confidential print: an underutilised resource for 
African Studies” in African Research and Documentation (England), No. 54, 1990 
In Hoover. Call No.  Serial Great Britain 
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Vandenburgh, Anne, “A Keyword Index to British Colonial Office Confidential 
Prints on Africa, 1642-1922” in Africana Journal (New York), Vol. 11, No. 3, 1980, 
pp. 197-231. 
 
 
 
There are lists of microforms held at other universities. You can usually borrow 
microform on interlibrary loan. 
 
1. Henige, David. 
Union List of Africana Archival Materials in Microform. 
2nd ed. (Madison, Wisc.: Univ. of Wisconsin?), 1984. 45 p. 
CSt-H Reference Z3509.H46.1984 
Very useful (though old) list of archival collections available on interlibrary loan.  Has a few 
errors, says items are in Hoover when they are actually in Green. 
 
3. Africana Archival Materials in Microform in the Michigan State University 
Library: A List. Compiled by Kalala Ngalamulume. Revised by Joseph J. Lauer.  
http://www.lib.msu.edu/coll/main/africana/MF.arch.htm 
 
 
3. Pearson, J. D. (James Douglas), 1911- 
A guide to manuscripts and documents in the British Isles relating to Africa. 
London, England ; New York : Mansell, 1993-1994. 2 vols. 
Notes: "A new edition of Matthews and Wainwright A guide to manuscripts and 
documents in the British Isles relating to Africa." 
Contents notes: v. 1. London -- v. 2. British Isles (excluding London). 
 
Green HASRC and SSRC non-circulating    CD1048.A3 P43 1993     
 
 
4. Thurston, Anne. 
Sources for colonial studies in the Public Record Office. 
London : HMSO, c1995. 1998.   2 vols. 
CSt    CD1043.3 .T54 1995     SSRC non-circulating 
 
Series: (British documents on the end of empire. [Series C] ; v. 1-2) 
Notes: Vol. 1: "A revised and expanded version of Public Record Office handbook  
   no. 3: Records of the Colonial and Dominions Offices by R.B. Pugh." 
. 
  Contents notes: v. 1. Records of the Colonial Office, Dominions Office, Commonwealth  
   Relations Office and Commonwealth Office -- v. 2. Records of the  
   Cabinet, Foreign Office, Treasury and other records. 
 
Has information on the Colonial Office records, years covered. In Vol. 1. 
Has information on the Confidential Print. In Vol. 2, p. 308 
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There is an earlier, superseded edition of the above two vol. work. 
 
Great Britain. Public Record Office. 
Guide to the contents of the Public Record Office. 
London, H.M. Stationery Off., 1963-1968. 3 v. 25 cm. 
CSt    CD1043 .A553  1  SSRC non-circulating       
 

Contents Note: v. 1. Legal records, etc.--v. 2. State papers and departmental  
   records.--v. 3. Documents transferred 1960-1966. 

 
GREEN      CD1043 .A553  2  CDP         check shelf 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kew Lists, on microfiche, citation below, provide an index to contents of each CO 
or FO group. Select the group you want such as  
 
C.O. 96   
Great Britain. Colonial Office. 

Gold Coast. Original Correspondence.  
 
 
AUTHOR:   Great Britain. Public Record Office. 
TITLE:    Kew lists [microform] : the microfiche edition / Public Record Office. 
IMPRINT:  [London] : HMSO Books, 1988, c1986. 
          [58], 3484 microfiches : negative + introd. (35 p. ; 30 cm.) 
 
LOCATION: Bing Wing. Social Sciences Microforms Room. In Cabinet 9, the bottom 
two drawers. Almost all of the CO and FO series are in the second drawer from the 
bottom. 
 
MFICHE 2413 (Library has [58], 3484 microfiches) 
 
OTHER:    Great Britain. Public Record Office. Current guide. 1988. 
TOPICS:   Great Britain. Public Record Office--Catalogs. 
          Great Britain--History--Sources--Bibliography--Catalogs. 
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The British National Archives (Public Record Office) provides information on  
 
How to Cite Documents in The National Archives 
General Information Leaflet 25 
 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/rdleaflet.asp?sLeafletURL=http%3A%2F
%2Fwww%2Enationalarchives%2Egov%2Euk%2Fcatalogue%2Fleaflets%2Fri2051%2E
htm&lBack=-1 
 
**** 
 
For a tutorial on British command papers and confidential prints, see John Rawlings’ - 
 
Concentration Camps during the Boer War. 
An example of classes and types of British official documents in the Stanford libraries for 
the study of African colonial history.  
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/boers.html 
 
 

OTHER BRITISH DOCUMENTS 
 
 
British Colonial Annual Reports 
 
Green Library has British colonial annual reports for various African countries but the 
earlier years are not cataloged by country or geographic area in Socrates.  
 
For Annual Reports 1920-1938 see 
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/govcolrep.html
 
For earlier years, use this – 
John Mcllwaine, "Annual Reports on the British Possessions in Africa,"  
In Africa, a guide to reference material (1993): p. 421-452. 
LOCATION: Green Library, Social Sciences Resource Center 
Z3501.M3 1993 
 
 
The Socrates record for Stanford’s print colonial annual reports listed at 
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/govcolrep.html
 is below. 
 
Organization: Great Britain. Colonial Office.  
Title: Colonial reports - annual.  
Imprint: London, H.M. Stationery Office, 1889-1940.  
Physical Description: 1936 no. fold. maps, tables. 25-35 cm.  
Volume/date range: no. 1-1936.  
Contents notes: Each number comprises the annual report of a different colony for a  
particular year.  
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Notes: Nos. 1-1071 in Sessional papers, 1889-1921.  
Continues Reports, Her Majesty's colonial possessions, 1888-1891.  
Continued by the office's unnumbered annual reports on each colony  
(Annual report on Bahama Islands, etc.).  
 
nos. 1072-1936  
bound together in numerical order without regard to colony.  
Subject (LC): Great Britain--Colonies--Administration.  
Related title: Great Britain. Colonial Office. Her Majesty's colonial possessions  
1888-1891  
Great Britain. Colonial Office. Colonial annual reports  
Series: Great Britain. Colonial Office. Sessional papers.  
Library Holdings:: SAL - STACKS  
Library has: 1072-1137; 1139-1270;  
Library has: 1272-1936// 
---------------------------------------------------------  
Library Call Number Copy Location Status  
---------------------------------------------------------  
SAL 325.342 .G787 STACKS  
NO.1072-1103 1 STACKS check shelf  
NO.1104-1145 1 STACKS check shelf  
NO.1146-1182, 11 1 STACKS check shelf  
NO.1187-1232 1 STACKS check shelf  
NO.1278-1321 1 STACKS check shelf  
--------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
For example, to find – 
 
Great Britain. Colonial Office. 
 Colonial Reports: Ashanti. 1920-1925/26 
CSt-SAL 325.342.G787 
1107 1289 
1142 1339 
1200 
1252 
 
To find the 1920 report for Ashanti, look for 325.342.G787.  These are in SAL you can 
go to SAL yourself and browse.  The spine of the volume says “Colonial Reports Annual 
Nos. 1104-1145.”  The 1920 Report for Ashanti is No. 1107. 
 
 
The reports published for later years are cataloged by country. 
 
Great Britain.  Colonial Office. 
Annual Report on (country) 1946-- 
 
Call number: 325.342 .G7871N  
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Organization: Great Britain. Colonial Office.  
Title: Annual report on Nigeria for the year ...  
Imprint: London, H. M. Stationery Office, 1947-  
Physical Description: v. ill. 21 cm.  
Volume/date range: 1946-  
Series: (Colonial annual reports)  
Notes: Earlier issues in its Colonial reports - Annual [numbered].  
Subject (LC): Nigeria.  
Continued by: Overseas Economic Surveys.  
Series: Colonial annual reports.  
Library Holdings:: SAL - STACKS  
Library has: 1946-54 
-------------------------------------------------------  
Library Call Number Copy Location Status  
-------------------------------------------------------  
SAL 325.342 .G7871N 1 STACKS check shelf  
------------------------------------------------------- 
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